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brilliant circle of men.  The Oriental secretary, Charles Alison,  1842-5 8
with many peculiarities, was not only a marvellous linguist,----
but a man of subtle and penetrating mind, and his services ^T* 55~71 proved invaluable to his chief. He it was to whom Canning entrusted the most difficult negotiations, where a knowledge of Turkish was essential; he was more at home in Turkish families than the ambassador could possibly be, and if there were an intrigue on foot Alison was tolerably sure to hear of it from his extensive Turkish and Greek acquaintance. The despatches are full of praises of his achievements, and however little sympathy on most great questions there might be between the ambassador and his Voltairean laissez-aller secretary, the latter was a zealous and efficient instrument of his chief's designs, and Canning never failed to give him full credit for his success. A staff that included from time to time men of such varied attainments as Percy Smythe (afterwards Lord Strangford), Lord Stanley of Alderley, Lord Napier and Ettrick, Robert Curzon (Lord Zouche), Lord Cowley, Odo Russell (Lord Ampthill), Sir John Drummond Hay, and such outside assistants as Layard, Rawlinson, and Newton, can hardly be described as less than highly distinguished in many brilliant qualities of mind and learning. To their abilities much of the success that marked Canning's reign at Constantinople was undoubtedly due; but it may well be questioned whether without his firm hand and stern resolution, which some of them found hard to bear, all their combined intellects would have brought about the diplomatic triumphs which he attained. His success at the Porte was mainly one of character; and though he needed clever supple minds to work out his measures, the ideas originated with him alone, and owed their effect mainly to his rigid resolve and unflinching perseverance. His brain conceived the scheme, the heat of his enthusiasm forged and welded the scattered links of Turkish reform, he alone dreamed of a regenerated Turkey where Christian and Musulman alike should resist in firm unity, shoulder to shoulder, the insidious approach of Russia. Alison and others might help him, and did help him with infinite skill; but Alison, who liked the Turks very well as they were, would have shrugged his shoulders at reforms,